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OUT STANDING IN THEIR FIELDS

Heather Foster is as curious about her subjects as they are about her.

In 2001. Heather Foster had an en-
coumnter that would redirect her chince ol
subject matter. During her artist-in-resi-
dency on o working cattle ranch m the
foothills of Wyoming's Big Horn moun
lains, she h:uiwlug‘hcr-.'.m'lnl. 1 field,

I was painting a landscape when |
sensed thal someone was walching me.
she recalls “I turned arcund and there was
i line of cattle some distance away. 5o | wenl
hack 1o work, but every few minutes | would
turn around and they would be a little bit
closer, frozen in ther tracks, staring at me.”

[hat expenience left an imprint that
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motivated Foster to meet cows and cattle
wherever she lives, which has been quite o
few places in her 36 yvears. Born and reared
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, she was o
city girl who barely traveled west of the
Poconos, Instead, shie focused her free time
om art studies and high school scholarships
1o attend classes at Philadelphia College of
At and Moore College of Ar,

She finished with her BFA m painting
and |j|_5l.n.1||-+' at the Mamviand Insutute
College of Art. Baltimore, In celebration of
graduation, Foster began her nomaddic life-
style with a bike trip— from San Francisco,

California, (o the cast coast. “11 ook us two
manths We met wonderful folks and it was
@ greal way [nsee the o -lll‘ltl‘_-.' shie L".'|1!.Imk
Today, settled into her Santa Fe, New
Mexico, studio, Foster packs her paints and
camera for fieldirips 1o area ranches and
dairies, where she asks permission to “hang
out” with everything from Angus catile 1o
Jersey cows and Texas Longhoms "1 spend
quite a bit of time with the ammals, and |
ipprecinte il when therr owners take the
time 1o tell me about what they do” she
says, adding, * You'd be amazed at the effort
that goes into producing a glass of milk!”



Lunchiime with OMivia.” ol o board, 487 X 537
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Developed over the past three vears,
the bovine seres started with the cattle in
herds, silhouetted against the landscape
More recently, hiwever, mdividual animals
have become increasingly hermc in scale,
dominating the space. *l love everything
about them.” she enthuses, “their shapes,
their spindly legs, the funny “toupees
between their ears, their eves, colors, and
attiudes, 1"'m still learning abou them.”

Asked if the paintings carmy a message
about beef on the hoof, Foster declines an
answer, excepl 1o note thil she doesn’t eal
them anymore. =1 bring my own expen-
ences 1o a painting and each viewer brings
his or her experiences. | hope they trigger
memones or encourage others 1o look
more closely ml the animals with which we
share this planel,”

Heather Foster will have o solo show
Seprember 1017 at The Downey Callery,
225 Canyon Road. A recegiion for the ariisi
takes place on Friday, September 10, from
FM) vy TAKD pren. Howrs: Monday-Sattrday
VRS0, Sunday A0S0, (505) W82-
A70f, www.downey-gallery. cont.
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